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ABSTRACT
The present study examined 100 parents' predictions of 
their reactions to child sexual abuse. Subjects consisted of 
two groups, parents with a self-reported history of sexual 
abuse and parents with no reported history of sexual abuse. 
They were assigned to one of three experimental conditions to 
consider a case where their own child is abused 
(hypothetically) by: 1) an adult relative 2) an adult non- 
relative 3) a spouse or partner (i.e., a case of incest). 
Thus, the present study examined parents' reactions, how the 
reactions of parents' relationship to reported perpetrator 
affects these reactions, and how parents' prior history of 
sexual abuse might interact with this variable.
Results of the present study replicated the rank order 
percentages of parents' reactions in the hypothetical 
condition of Finkelhor's 1981 Boston study. Results of the 
present study contradicted the findings of Russell's 1986 
study regarding parents' supportiveness and perpetrator 
relationship. Parents in the partner/spouse condition and 
stranger condition more frequently endorsed guilt reactions 
than parents in the relative condition. Parents who “would 
tell the alleged offender to leave the household" had higher 
mean parenting scores on all four constructs of the Adult-
viii
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Adolescent Parenting Inventory (AAPI). There were no 
differences between parents with a self-reported history of 
child sexual abuse versus parents without a self-reported 
history of child sexual abuse in any of the analyses in this 
study. And finally, parents tended to choose "police" most 
often and "school" least often as agencies to which they would 
report child sexual abuse.
ix
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INTRODUCTION
The sexual abuse of children has received considerable 
attention recently. This has been facilitated by the mass 
media coverage of preschool cases such as the infamous 
McMartin preschool case in California and the Countrywalk case 
in Florida. The increased publicity surrounding child sexual 
abuse has coincided with a rise in research on this topic. 
Core issues in the research of the sexual abuse of children 
include the validity of the children's claims, competence to 
testify in the court, the suggestibility of children, and the 
ability of children to remember events, especially ones that 
are emotionally charged or stressful. Understanding the 
sequence of events which transpires from the time the abuse 
occurs to the time it reaches the court room (if it ever gets 
that far) is of great importance in increasing the chances 
that the persons inaccurately accused of this crime do not get 
prosecuted and persons who are responsible for this secretive 
crime do get prosecuted.
Prevalence
The exact prevalence of child sexual abuse has been very 
difficult to ascertain. The best estimates are typically 
viewed as conservative. Finkelhor (1986) pointed out that the 
nature of the problem, the secrecy and shame associated with 
it, the criminal sanctions against it, and the young age of
1
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the victims all contribute to the underreporting of the sexual 
abuse u£ children (Finkelhor, 1986). Prevalence rates based on 
large scale surveys have estimated the rate of occurrence of 
sexual abuse of children to be anywhere from 10% to 60% 
(Haugaard & Repucci, 1988). Other prevalence estimates 
indicate that 1 in 6 women are incestuously abused before age 
18 and 1 in 8 before age 14 (Russell, 1986). A 1981 National 
Center on Child Abuse and Neglect (NCCAN) study found that in 
1979 there were 711,142 cases of child sexual abuse reported 
to social services (Russell, 1986).
Finkelhor (1986) reported that a large majority of sexual 
abuse incidents are committed by a child's stepfather. He 
delineated the following pattern of victim characteristics: 
"Girls who are victimized are more likely to have lived 
without their natural fathers, more likely to have mothers who 
were employed outside the home, more likely to have mothers 
who were disabled or ill, more likely to witness conflict 
between their parents, more likely to report a poor 
relationship with one of their parents" (Finkelhor, 1986, p. 
79). He also stated, "The number of female children victims 
consistently outweighs the number of male victims reported" 
(Finkelhor, 1986, p. 79).
Definition
In addition to the difficulty of estimating the 
prevalence of child sexual abuse has been the difficulty of 
defining it. Johnston (1979) defined child sexual abuse as
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"an entire spectrum of acts from exhibitionism to intercourse 
including genital manipulation of the child, oral-genital 
sexual acts and fondling" (Johnston, 1979, p. 944). Brassard 
and McNeil (1987) defined sexual abuse of the child as 
"exposure of a child to sexual stimulation inappropriate for 
the child's age, level of psychosexual development, and role 
in the family. It is an experience that interferes with, or 
has potential fcr interfering with, a child's normal healthy 
development" (Brassard & McNeil, 1987, p. 71).
Schechter and Roberge (1976) stated that: "Sexual abuse 
is defined as the involvement of dependent, developmentally 
immature children and adolescents in sexual activity that they 
do not fully comprehend and to which they are unable to give 
informed consent or that violate the social taboos of family 
roles" (cited in Browne, Davies, and Stratton 1988, p. 140). 
Psychological Effects
Because of the seriousness and the believed prevalence of 
child sexual abuse our society has identified this act as one 
of its most reprehensible crimes. Many believe that its 
greatest significance is in the devastating impact it has on 
its victims. Browne (1988) and her colleagues described child 
sexual abuse as a "private, collusive and secretive activity 
which fulfills the adult's needs for sexual gratification and 
neglects and overpowers the fundamental needs of the child to 
grow and develop" (Browne et al., 1988, p. 141). They 
explained- that within the adult-child relationship the adult
MICROFILM CERTIFICATE - MODERN INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC.
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holds the power and, therefore, sexual abuse is one form of 
using this power in a most destructive way. They stated "For 
the child this abuse of power results in loss of self-esteem, 
and considerable destructive inner confusion about his/her 
needs for affection, care, comfort, protection and dependence. 
The child's feelings and thoughts about attachments to other 
human beings become often irreversibly distorted. At present 
most adults do not seem to be able to comprehend the full 
consequences of the misuse of adult power in this way... 
"They (children] have been deprived of an essential ingredient 
in their social and interpersonal growth: that of trust and 
security within a relationship" (Browne et al., 1988, p. 141- 
142). Finkelhor (1986) summarized the short-term effects of 
childhood sexual abuse as, "fear, anxiety, depression, anger 
and hostility, and inappropriate sexual behavior" (Finkelhor, 
1986, p. 152) . He summarized long-term effects as follows, 
"Adult women victimized as children are more likely to 
manifest depression, self-destructive behavior, anxiety, 
feelings of isolation and stigma, poor self-esteem, a tendency 
toward revictimization, and substance abuse" (Finkelhor, 1986, 
p. 162-163). In their 1986 review article, Browne and 
Finkelhor included among the long-lasting effects of child 
sexual abuse problems with trusting others and sexual 
maladjustment. Finkelhor (1986) asserted that children who 
suffered more than one incident of abuse seemed to have more 
long term psychological effects. He further explained that
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"The preponderance of studies indicate that abuse by fathers 
or stepfathers has a more negative impact than abuse by other 
perpetrators. Presence of force seems clearly to result in 
more trauma for the victim. ...When families are unsupportive 
of the victims, and/or victims are removed from their homes, 
the prognosis also has shown to be worse. . ." (Finkelhor, 1986, 
p. 175).
Children's Eyewitness Testimony
One of the major obstacles in the prosecution of child 
sexual abuse has been the history of not believing children. 
Much of this skepticism about the validity of the child 
victim's claims stemmed from the work of hallmarks in the 
field such as Piaget and Freud (Goodman et al,, 1987; Masson, 
1984) . In his 1984 book, Assault on Truth. Masson revealed 
that prior to Freud's formulation of his widely accepted 
"seduction theory" in which 3 year olds are thought to 
sexually desire their opposite sex parent, Freud had truly 
believed that the emotional difficulties of his female clients 
had their roots in a history of childhood sexual abuse by 
their fathers. With the use of archival records and 
documents, Masson traced the developments of Freud's theory 
from the papers he presented and letters he wrote on this 
topic to its later transformation which distorts what Freud 
originally viewed as the real consequences of the trauma of 
having been sexually abused as a child to the product of mere 
fantasy and wishful thinking. In his book, Masson revealed
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the social and political forces which may have caused this 
"transformation" of Freud's theory which has so strongly 
influenced the work of all the psychoanalysts following him 
and some would assert has resulted in vast underreporting of 
child sexual abuse.
The question of the credibility of children is crucial in 
suspected cases of child sexual abuse. Much of the problem of 
the child eyewitness is not with memory and recollection but 
with suggestibility of youngsters (King & Yuille, 1987; 
Zaragoza, 1987; Goodman, 1987). It is believed by many that 
a child can be more easily confused than an adult by the 
nature of leading questions often asked by lawyers in the 
court room. Typically the child is the only witness of the 
crime, and therefore, the credibility of the child victim’s 
testimony becomes very significant. For years, the 
credibility of the child witness has been questioned (Goodman, 
1987; King & Yuille, 1987; Zaragoza, 1987). King and Yuille 
(1987) summarized the nature of concerns about children's 
abilities as witnesses including proneness to invention, 
inability to distinguish fact from fantasy, and incompetence 
for accurate recall of events uncontaminated by suggestion 
(King & Yuille, 1987). Thus, the validity of child's memory 
has become an important variable in deciding whether to 
prosecute an accused perpetrator. Studies comparing the 
suggestibility of children to adults have yielded mixed 
results, some claimed that children are not more suggestible
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than adults (Goodman, Aman, and Hirschman, 1987; Zaragoza, 
1987) whereas others found the opposite conclusion, for 
instance, that preschool children are more suggestible than 
older children and adults (King & Yuille, 1987; Ceci, Ross, & 
Toglia, 1987). The investigators in these studies found many 
variables involved in determining suggestibility. Examples 
were factors such as the child's age and type of information 
manipulated (Goodman et al., 1987). Other factors included 
memory skill as it relates to the original memory before 
misleading suggestions, time lapse between original event and 
retrieval, and strategies used for later retrieval of 
information (Zaragoza, 1987) . Differences in methodology 
across studies have also contributed to the difficulty of 
coming to a clear conclusion on the suggestibility issue 
(Zaragoza, 1987) . Of concern has also been the distinction 
between suggestibility of memory and of testimony. Zaragoza 
(1987) points out that this may all have been a question of 
whether children are actually more easily coerced at the time 
of testimony in response to the pressure of adults in 
authority or whether children's memories may be more 
suggestible to misleading information.
Most of the studies of suggestibility and memory have 
been conducted in the laboratory. It has been suggested by 
some (e.g., Peters, 1987) that a laboratory study may not 
fully capture the emotional and personal significance and 
salience of real-life experiences of child sexual abuse.
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Thus, the emphasis is on studies that try to produce 
situations of arousal and anxiety that are more realistic, 
personally involving, and more representative of the 
emotionally charged event of sexual abuse. Peters (1991a,b) 
has conducted extensive research on children's recollections 
of stressful events. Based on 5 separate studies and 
approximately 400 children, he found that high arousal levels 
can impair the eyewitness performance of children and that 
high arousal levels are never associated with increased 
recall.
In their 1992 review, Ceci and Bruck concluded that "the 
youngest preschoolers (are) disproportionately more 
suggestible than older children...that children can, in fact, 
be led to make false or inaccurate reports...”(Ceci & Bruck 
1992, p. 51). The authors encouraged more research 
specifically addressing age-related shifts in motivational 
salience (whether different motives are more or less 
influential for certain age groups). They stated that 
although children's reports are more vulnerable to distortion, 
"it is clear that children - even preschoolers- are capable of 
recalling much that is forensically relevant" (Ceci & Bruck, 
1992, p. 52-53). They asserted that, "it is of utmost 
importance to examine the conditions prevalent at the time of 
a child's original report" (Ceci & Bruck, 1992, p. 53).
The question of suggestibility of children and whether 
leading questions could alter the beliefs of the child has
A
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come under much recent scrutiny. This has become an important 
legal issue because concern over suggestibility in children's 
testimony may result in the testimony being excluded by trial 
judge or by jury. The critical influence of the questioning 
process was brought to light in the McMartin case in 
California where the strongly suggestive questioning by the 
social worker, Kee MacFarlane, negatively impacted the outcome 
of the case, i.e., several jurors cited the presence of 
leading questions as the basis for an acquittal vote. In 
addition, there were also questions of whether there were 
prior coaching or attempts to bias a child's testimony by 
parents and what impact the parent's reaction to learning of 
the abuse had on how the child later perceived the event. 
Parents' Reactions
Although considerable research has focused on the 
suggestibility issue, little has been done to examine the 
impact of parental reactions. In the long chain of events and 
reporting involved for sex abuse cases, the very first person 
to whom a child reports an incident of sexual abuse has often 
been the child's parent. The nature of the parent's reaction 
can potentially have great impact on the way the child later 
perceives or explains the abuse situation. Because the 
parent's reaction may have influenced the child's perception 
of the event and thus later memory of it, more needs to be 
known about what these reactions usually are. Wakefield and 
Underwager (1988) reported "The nature of this first
NM
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interrogation by the parent or reporting adult will vary 
widely depending upon the emotional response of the adult, the 
relationship with the child, personality variables, the 
intelligence and sophistication of the adult, age, socio­
economic status, and the predispositions of the adult in 
relationship to sexual abuse of children...What transpires in 
this first interrogation is extremely important in 
understanding the nature and reliability of statements a child 
is reported to have made...It will set the direction and the 
scope for all future contacts with the child. Yet it is the 
least documented and most likely distorted of the succession 
of interrogations" (Wakefield & Underwager, 1988, p. 26-27).
The ability of the child to communicate to an adult the 
nature of the abuse has also greatly affected the parent's 
reaction, and has had great impact on later investigation of 
the abuse. If the parent misunderstood the child's 
description due to the child's limited vocabulary, the parents 
may have mislabeled or misinterpreted what actually occurred. 
Browne et al. (1988) explained that it is difficult for 
children to communicate what has happened to them because they 
do not have the vocabulary or understanding of sexual 
behaviors which adults have. Subsequently, children attempt 
to make sense of what they have experienced at their 
developmental level. According to the authors "this does not 
mean that they either lie or fantasize... Careful listening 
and talking may be one way of finding out whether or not a
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child is trying to communicate that he or she has been 
sexually abused. The overall diagnosis is always one of 
putting together many facts carefully like a jigsaw" (Browne 
et al., 1988, p. 148-149).
Many researchers have stressed the significance of the 
reaction of the family to the child's sexual abuse (for 
example, Summit & Kryso, 1978; Browne & Finkelhor, 1986; 
Brassard & McNeil, 1987; Leaman, 1980; MacFarlane & Waterman, 
1986) . In their 1988 book. When Your Child Has Been Molested: 
A Parent's Guide to Healing and Recovery. Hagans and Case 
(1988) presented their own interpretation of the sequence of 
reactions of parents to the sexual abuse of their children. 
Although not empirically based, their information which came 
from their work at the Sexual Abuse Treatment Program of Lee 
and Collier Counties in Florida, offered a comprehensive 
outline of what to expect and how to deal with this difficult 
situation. They described the common reaction as similar to 
the general grief reaction characterized by the following 
stages: shock, denial, anger, guilt and depression, 
bargaining, and acceptance. Following are their more specific 
descriptions of some of the feelings and reactions during each 
of these steps in the process:
Shock and denial - Parents make many phone calls to social 
service workers, and other professional agencies, parents may 
question the validity of their child's report, interrogate 
the child, try to hide or keep the incident a secret, pretend
MICROFILM CERTIFICATE - MCDERN ’NFORKATION SYSTEMS. INC.
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it did not occur, decide to move to another town to run away 
from it, wonder if this is all just a bad dream.
Anger - Parents may experience rage toward the perpetrator. 
They may want to kill or hurt the abuser. Parents may 
pressure investigators, pick fights with family members, 
exchange blame for the incident.
Guilt and depression - Parents may feel guilty about their 
failure to protect their child from sexual abuse. This anger 
at themselves may result in depression. As a consequence, 
parents may withdraw, they may start to overeat, or drink, 
have sleep problems, cry, or have difficulty concentrating. 
Bargaining - Parents may try to "make it go away" by 
pretending it did not happen, or they may try to compensate 
for this negative event by treating the child very specially. 
Others may use denial, minimizing, or becoming busy by 
focusing on other responsibilities in order to avoid thinking 
about it.
Acceptance - The authors recommend parents seek the support of 
a professional therapist as they begin to accept the event. 
The process of acceptance may take time and will also depend 
on who the perpetrator was and the nature of the abuse.
All of the above reactions ranging from overreactions 
such as becoming overprotective of the child and displaying 
paranoia, to underreactions of denial, minimizing and 
disbelief, may have seriously influenced the child's feelings 
and perceptions of the abuse. Many parents felt that after
13
the abuse their child was now damaged goods. Others told the 
child it was the child's responsibility to help get the 
perpetrator put away. Many parents reinterpreted the event 
for the child by putting words into the child's mouth based on 
their own inferences or by discussing the event with others in 
front of the child (this is often how children acquire child- 
inappropriate adult words to describe the experience). Some 
parents have even made threats of killing the molester in 
front of the child which may result in the child's desire to 
protect the perpetrator or the child's fear of retaliation by 
the perpetrator (Hagans & Case, 1988) .
Finkelhor (1984) stated that the true trauma of sexual 
victimization is in the alarmed reaction of others. For this 
reason some children who don't tell parents do better than 
those who do (Finkelhor, 1984) . It has been thought that 
emotional support and security provided by parents will help 
to offset the trauma while an unsupportive or overreactive 
parental response will result in greater trauma (MacFarlane &. 
Waterman, 1986). In many books on this topic, parents have 
been instructed to underreact, to be calm, supportive and to 
emphasize to the child that it is not his/her fault. "But, in 
too many cases the parents themselves are also victims of the 
emotionally damaging experience. They feel threatened by the 
occurrence. They may feel shame and guilt. Their self-esteem 
is lowered. They are anxious, and fearful about what friends 
and neighbors may say. Their inexperience with problems of
14
this kind frightens them. They may need help and do not know 
where to find it, or the weight of the problem paralyzes them. 
Sometimes parental frustration is turned in angry blame toward 
the child, adding to the child's confusion and feelings of 
guilt" (Tufts, 1981).
MacFarlane et al. (1988) described the victimization and 
betrayal the parents feel. According to these authors, 
parents' reactions included anger and rejection of the child 
for letting the abuse happen or not telling them about it 
sooner, ambivalence or support of the perpetrator if s/he were 
a family member, and concern about financial repercussions if 
the spouse was the perpetrator (MacFarlane et al., 1988). 
DeFrancis (1978) commented that while parents may be 
concerned, they may also have been unable to assist the child 
or to seek help for the child, or they may even have been 
neglectful parents or may have contributed to the 
circumstances which exposed the child to the crime. DeFrancis 
further noted, “In a considerable number of situations a 
member of the family - a parent, parent substitute or adult 
sibling - may have committed the crime against the child" (De 
Francis, 1978, p. 4) .
Russell (1986) maintained, “Experts on child sexual abuse 
are unanimous in believing that the reactions of those who 
learn of a child's experience of such abuse are crucial to the 
child" (Russell, 1986, p.357). In her study, Russell found 
a significant relationship between the supportiveness of those
P S P
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parents who were told and who the incest perpetrator was. The 
results of her study revealed that the more distant the 
parents' relationship to the perpetrator, the more supportive 
the reaction. Those who were told about the abuse responded 
supportively in only 31 percent of the cases of incestuous 
abuse by fathers and brothers, 40 percent of the cases 
involving grandfathers, 65 percent of the uncle-nieces cases, 
and 80 percent of the cases that involved other more distant 
male relatives. She reports, that of the fourteen cases where 
the information available indicated an unsupportive reaction 
by the people who were told about the incestuous abuse, 86 
percent involved fathers and brothers (Russell, 1986). 
Russell (1986) concluded, "Our survey data suggest, then, that 
when the incest perpetrator is a member of the nuclear family 
and when the abuse occurs at the more severe level, it is less 
likely to evoke a supportive response" (Russell, 1986, p. 
373) .
Finkelhor (1986) asserted “In addition to considering 
antecedents of abuse, investigators need to consider the 
effect of subsequent events as well. Although many studies 
gather information about how long the abuse lasted, who the 
offender was, and whether or not the abuse was reported to 
anyone, at the time or later; how disclosure was received; 
whether or not the child was blamed; whether or not the child 
was believed; whether or not friends, famixy and community 
found out about the abuse; and so forth. Consideration needs
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to be given to the hypothesis that many of the effects of 
sexual abuse can be traced to its aftermath. Consideration 
needs to be given also to the hypothesis that some subsequent 
events, such as support from family, mitigate the effects of 
abuse* (Finkelhor, 1986, p. 212).
Adams-Tucker (1982), Schultz (1973), Rogers and Terry 
(1984), and Simrel, Berg, and Thomas (1979) all found that 
parental response had a major effect on the trauma of the 
abuse. Schultz goes as far as to say, "It is clear from 
studies of child sexual victims that it is not the sexual 
assault that usually creates trauma but the child's parents' 
behavior upon its discovery" (cited in Haugaard & Repucci, 
1988, p. 81).
Browne and Finkelhor (1986) pointed out that although it 
is widely accepted that parental reaction is directly 
associated with the child's reaction to the abuse, only two 
studies have looked at this relationship. They summarized the 
findings of these studies as follows: “The Tufts (1984) study 
found that when mothers reacted to disclosure with anger and 
punishment, children manifested more behavioral disturbances. 
However, the same study did not find that positive responses 
by mothers were systematically related to better adjustment. 
Negative responses seemed to aggravate, but positive responses 
did not ameliorate, the trauma. Anderson et al. (1981) found 
similar results: They noted 2 1/2 times the number of symptoms 
in the children who had encountered negative reactions from
16
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their parents. Thus, although only based on two studies of 
initial effects, the available evidence indicates that 
negative parental reactions aggravate trauma in sexually 
abused children" (Browne & Finkelhor, 1986, p. 75).
The Tufts' study factor analyzed parental reactions into 
the following factors:
Concern for the Child - concern for the well-being of the 
child, anger toward the offender, concern about the impact of 
the abuse on the child, absence of protection from the 
offender, and denial of the occurrence and significance of the 
abuse.
Concern for Self - self-blaming, feeling sorry for oneself, 
and expressing concern about the impact of the abuse on family 
members.
Self-Protection - absence of concern for the well-being of the 
child, concern for the impact upon the child's development, 
anger coward the offender in conjunction with feeling sorry 
for himself or herself, concern about self-protection, and 
denial that the abuse had occurred.
Self-Blame - concern for the child's well-being and future 
development, and self-blame.
Anaer - hostility toward the offender, concern about the 
impact of the abuse on the family, and absence of a tendency 
to minimize the abuse.
Parent's actions in response to disclosure were also 
factor analyzed and yielded the following factors:
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Protected the Child - taking some action, reassuring and 
talking to the child about the abuse, preventing the offender 
from contacting the child.
Remove the Offender - telling the offender to leave the 
household.
■ ■____J the Child - scolding or punishing the child and
failing to reassure the child.
Failure to Reassure the Child - confronting the offender and 
not reassuring the child.
The Tufts' study also examined variables which might 
affect parent's reactions and subsequent actions taken such as 
parents' attitudes toward his/her child. A factor analysis 
was conducted on parents' attitudes resulting in the following 
factors:
Depending - viewing the child as special and as the parent's 
"property," being intrusive, and relying on the child for 
emotional support.
Hostile - seeing the child as bad and feeling angry and 
punitive toward the child.
Burdened - feeling overburdened by the child's needs, being 
indifferent toward the child, seeing the child as stupid or 
incompetent, and failing to express either affection for, or 
pride in, the child.
Caring - affection for the child, worries about the well-being 
of the child, and absence of indifference.
anvil
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Controlling - absence of indifference and expecting the child 
to run the household.
Relationship to Perpetrator
Another important variable in parents' reactions to 
sexual abuse of their child is the relationship of the parent 
to the offender. The Tufts study separately examined the 
reactions of mothers of incest victims' to the sexual abuse of 
their children. They explained that typical reactions may 
have included denying that the sexual abuse had occurred, fear 
and anxiety about the disruption it may have caused, conflict 
of loyalty between assisting child and protecting spouse, fear 
of divorce and subsequent loss of financial support, fear of 
retaliation by a violent spouse, and anger toward and blame of 
the child for this disruption (Tufts, 1984) .
The Tufts study also described how the reactions of 
mothers of incest victims influenced their subsequent actions, 
"Some mothers responded decisively and without ambivalence to 
protect their children. They were angry with the offender and 
in no way blamed the child for the abuse. They were able to 
take protective actions without being pressured by 
authorities. A second group were more conflicted in their 
allegiances. The mothers felt empathy for both their 
daughters and their spouses and often had difficulty taking 
strong enough action to protect the victim without the 
intervention of Protective Services. A third group was 
immobilized by the disclosure of the abuse. They denied the
KICStOFIUI CERTIFICATE - NODERM INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC.
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occurrence or significance of the abuse and showed only- 
moderate concern for their children. However these mothers 
did not blame the child for the abuse. The last group of 
mothers clearly rejected their children and sided with their 
mates. They were unwilling to take action to protect their 
child" (Tufts, 1984, p. 198).
In the cases of incest, many contemporary authors viewed 
the mother of an incest victim as a victim herself who may 
have displayed the typical personality characteristics of a 
battered woman (passive, dependent, submissive, low self 
esteem, masochistic, depressed). Often these women have also 
come from hostile rejecting home environments and were victims 
of sexual abuse themselves. It was also noted that 39% of 
mothers of incest victims had been physically abused by their 
husbands or lovers in adulthood (Tufts, 1984) . Despite this, 
the factor given the most credence for affecting the reaction 
of the parent was the relationship of the child's parent with 
their own parents and the model of the parenting role thus 
provided by their own parents or parental figures.
On the reaction of mothers of incest victims, the author 
concluded, "The immediate, almost universal reaction of most 
mothers on learning that incest has occurred is shock and 
denial...only with time do the guilt, depression, and anger 
begin to emerge" (Tufts, 1984, p. 421-422) . She further 
explained that specifically in cases of incest there will be 
legal and social pressures on the mother, that her peers may
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reject her, and that she may feel very isolated in this, all 
of which leave her in a state of emotional crisis. Among the 
issues the mother will have to deal with following the 
discovery of incest are her own self-esteem, feelings of loss 
of control, economic problems, and the loss reaction not 
unlike that experienced when one loses a loved one: 1) shock 
and denial, 2) guilt and shame, 3) low self-esteem and 
depression, 4) ambivalence, 5) anger, 6) resolution (Tufts, 
1984) .
Finkelhor (1981) investigated parents' reactions to 
discovery of sexual abuse as part of a large study on the 
sexual abuse of children. His Boston study was based on 48 
real cases and 469 hypothetical cases. Parents whose children 
were victims of sexual abuse reported experiencing the 
following feelings: 90% displayed anger at perpetrator, 88% 
were emotionally upset, 81% were frightened, 77% felt guilt 
(felt bad for not protecting child) , 10% were embarrassed that 
others might know, 10% were annoyed with child, 4% thought the 
child might be inventing the story. In the hypothetical 
situation, parents reported that if this had occurred to their 
child, they would feel the following: 99% were angry at 
perpetrator, 98% were emotionally upset, 91% felt guilt (felt 
bad for not protecting child), 89% were frightened, 38% were 
embarrassed that others might know, 13% thought the child 
might be inventing the story, and 12% were annoyed with the 
child (cited in Finkelhor, 1984) .
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Despite the potentially significant impact of parental 
reactions to reports of child sexual abuse, very few studies 
have examined the nature of these responses. The Tufts (1984) 
study and the Finkelhor (1981) study were the only two which 
gave some consideration to parents' responses to their child's 
disclosure of having been sexually abused. The present 
researcher views parental reaction as a significant variable 
in the child sexual abuse scenario; it may greatly influence 
the child's psychological development as well as strongly 
affect the child's testimony. Therefore, the focus of the 
present research was twofold: 1) verify previous findings 
about parental reactions, 2) extend investigation into this 
topic and add to the existing (small) data base.
The present study attempted to confirm some of the 
important preliminary findings of the Tufts and Finkelhor 
studies. The Tufts (1984) study looked at a variety of 
factors that may affect a parent's reaction to the traumatic 
event of sexual abuse (Tufts, 1984) . Three variables included 
in the Tufts study were parent's self-concept, parent's 
perception of the child, and the parent's overall marital 
satisfaction. These variables were also examined in the 
present research. In the Finkelhor study, parents in the 
hypothetical position were asked to predict their responses to 
a potential situation of child sexual abuse. The present 
study used Finkelhor's same hypothetical protocol.
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The present study extended investigation of parents' 
reactions to child sexual abuse in a unique way not found in 
prior research. Subjects included two groups, parents with a 
self-reported history of sexual abuse and parents with no 
reported history of sexual abuse. They were assigned to one 
of three experimental conditions, whereby they were to 
consider a case where their child was abused (hypothetically) 
by: 1) an adult relative 2) an adult non-relative 3) a spouse 
or partner (i.e., a case of incest). Thus, the experimental 
manipulation here attempted to provide understanding about how 
the variable of the parents' relationship to the accused 
perpetrator affected parents' reactions to the report of 
sexual abuse and how a parent's prior history of sexual abuse 
interacted with this variable.
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Subjects
Subjects who volunteered to participate were 100 parents 
contacted through courses in psychology and community groups 
and agencies where parents could be found, e.g., in support 
groups, parent teachers organizations, and educational 
workshops. Subjects included parents with biological children 
and/or stepchildren (ages 5-16). Seventy-four females and 
twenty-six males participated in the study. Eighty-five 
Caucasian and fifteen minority subjects (seven Blacks and 
eight Native Americans) completed the surveys.
Educational levels of the subjects were as follows: In 
response to the question of "highest grade completed," none of 
the subjects indicated grade school, twenty-three indicated 
"high school," eleven indicated “technical school,” forty-nine 
indicated "college," sixteen indicated "graduate school," 
and one did not answer (see Figure 1). The income level of 
the respondents fell in the following ranges: twenty-three 
reported a yearly income "$35,000 and over"; five reported 
"$32-$35,000"; sixteen reported "$24,000-$32,000"; twenty-one 
reported "$16,000-$24,000", twelve reported "$12,000-$16,000"; 
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Figure 1 Educational Level of Subjects ("highest grade 
completed").
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$8,000"; six reported "less than $4,000* and one did not 
answer (see Figure 2).
Subjects consisted of two groups, formed on the basis of 
information supplied through questionnaires; those who were 
self-reported victims of childhood sexual abuse and those who 
reported no history of having been sexually abused. They were 
randomly assigned to one of three experimental conditions to 
consider a hypothetical case, in which their child has been 
abused by: 1) an adult relative; 2) an adult non-relative; 3) 
a spouse or partner (i.e., a case of incest). Twenty subjects 
reported a history of child sexual abuse and eighty reported 
no history of child sexual abuse. Of the twenty self-reported 
victims of childhood sexual abuse, ten subjects were randomly 
assigned to the relative condition, six to the non-relative 
(stranger) condition, and four to the partner condition. Of 
the eighty subjects who reported no child sexual abuse 
history, twenty-six were randomly assigned to the relative 
condition, twenty-two to the stranger condition, and thirty- 
two to the partner condition. An attempt was made to balance 
gender across the three conditions. There were twenty-seven 
females in the relative condition, twenty in the stranger 
condition, and twenty-seven in the partner condition. Of the 
twenty-six male participants in the study, nine were assigned 
to the relative condition, nine were assigned to the stranger 

















Figure 2 Income Level of Respondents.
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Instruments
All subjects were asked to complete a series of 
questionnaires during their meeting with the researcher.
1 . Knowledge About Sexual Abuse (Questionnaire B)
This form contained questions designed to assess the 
degree of knowledge possessed by parents in regard to the 
topic of child sexual abuse. It was a one-page form which 
consisted of the sources from which subjects obtained their 
knowledge on the topic of child sexual abuse (e.g., coworkers, 
TV, books) as well as the subject's estimate of the frequency 
of child sexual abuse incidents which occurred in the general 
population (see Appendix A).
2. Parents' Reactions to Child Sexual Abuse (Questionnaire C)
This form was constructed by David Finkelhor for use in 
his 1981 Boston study on child sexual abuse. The results of 
his study were published in his 1984 book, Child Sexual A^use: 
New Theory and Research. It was administered to both parents 
whose children were actually abused as well as parents who 
were asked to react to this situation hypothetically. In this 
sample 469 parents completed this form. For the present study 
a second page was added to this form asking what course of 
action parents would take in a situation of child sexual abuse 
and to rank-order agencies to which they would report it, if 
at all (see Appendix B).
3. Adult-Adolescent Parenting Inventory (AAPI)
This inventory was constructed by Stephen J. Bavolek to 
measure the parenting and child rearing attitudes of
. .........................................................  . _ .■  ..
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adolescents and adults. The AAFI was a 32-item scale designed 
to assess parenting and child rearing according to four 
constructs: 1) inappropriate developmental expectations of 
children, 2) lack of empathy toward children's needs, 3) 
belief in the use of corporal punishment, and 4) reversing 
parent-child roles (see Appendix C) . The AAPI was used to 
assess attitudes of prospective parents, to assess changes in 
parenting attitudes before and after treatment, and to screen 
foster parent applicants (Corcoran & Fischer, 1987). This 
scale was normed on adult and adolescent parent samples as 
well as prospective parents with and without a history of 
abuse. The AAPI had good reliability with internal 
consistency. The alpha coefficients ranged from .70 to .86 
and the test-retest reliability was .76. The AAPI was 
reported to have excellent content, construct, and concurrent 
validity (Corcoran & Fischer, 1987).
4. Dyadic Adjustment Scale (DAS)
The dyadic adjustment scale was a 32-item instrument 
designed to assess the quality of marriage and similar dyads 
(Spanier, 1976). Scores on the DAS range from 0 to 151. 
Higher scores were indicative of a better marital relationship 
(see Appendix D) . The scale was originally developed on a 
sample of 218 married and 94 divorced persons which revealed 
a mean of 114.8 (SD = 17.8) for married persons and 70.7 (SD 
= 23.8) for divorced persons (Corcoran & Fischer, 1987). The 
scale has shown content, criterion, and construct validity. 
The DAS has been found to discriminate between married and
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divorced couples and has also been found to correlate with the 
Locke-Wallace Marital Adjustment Scale (Corcoran & Fischer, 
1987). The internal consistency of the scale was originally 
reported to have an overall reliability of r = .96 using 
Cronbach's alpha. This result was confirmed by Spanier and 
Thompson in 1982 revealing a reliability coefficient r = .91 
(Burnett, 1987; Spanier & Thompson, 1982) .
5. Rosenberg Self-Esteem Scale (RSE)
The RSE was a brief, global measure of self-esteem. It 
consisted of 10 statements rated on a four point scale from 
strongly agree to strongly disagree (see Appendix E). A high 
score on this measure reflects low self-esteem. It has been 
considered to be a widely used and cited instrument (Wells & 
Marwell, 1976). Many alpha coefficients for the internal 
consistency of this measure have been reported. These 
included: 1) Schmitt and Bedeian (1982), who tested the scale 
on 873 civil servants and found an alpha coefficient of .83; 
2) Orme, Reis, and Herz (1986), who assessed 116 parents and 
received a coefficient of .80; 3) Dobson, Goudy, Keith, and 
Powers (1979), 1332 men 60 years old or older, and found an 
alpha of .72; and Ward (1977), who administered the scale to 
323 noninstitutionalized persons 60 years old or older, and 
found a coefficient of .74 (Wylie, 1989). Test-retest 
reliability coefficients for the measure included: Silber and 
Tipett (1965), 2-week interval, 28 college students, .85; and 
Byrne (1983), 7-month interval, 990 urban Canadian high-school 
students, .63 (cited in Wylie, 1989). Eyrne's (1983)
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intercorrelations of the measure with Coopersmith's Self- 
Esteem Inventory, Coopersmith's School-Academic subscale, and 
Brookover's Self-Concept of Ability Scale ranged from .35 to 
.46 (cited in Wylie, 1989). Byrne and Shavelson (1986) found 
that for the RSE, convergent validity coefficients were .79 
with the General Self-Concept of SDQIII (a modified measure 
derived from the RSE) and .64 with the Self-Concept subscale 
of the API (Affective Perceptions Inventory). Other 
correlations reported include a correlation of . 67 with the 
Kelly Repertory Test, .83 with Heath's Self-Image 
Questionnaire, and .56 with interviewers' ratings of self­
esteem (cited in Wylie, 1989) . There were also several 
reports of significant associations between scores on the RSE 
and measures of depression such as the Beck Depression 
Inventory (r = .32), and the Center for Epidemiological
Studies Depression Scale (CES-D, r = .31) (Wylie, 1989). The 
RSE was also found to correlate with a number of other 
psychological factors such as anxiety, psychosomatic symptoms, 
severity of clinical diagnosis of pathology, interpersonal 
insecurity, body esteem, locus of control, and confidence 
(Wylie, 1989) .
In addition to the above, subjects were also given a 
background demographic questionnaire to complete (see 
Questionnaire A, Appendix F).
Procedure
Subjects who expressed an interest in this study either 
through signing up for research credit through courses at the
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University of North Dakota, or those who were contacted 
through community groups or agencies,(e.g., a parents' support 
group) were asked to contact the principal investigator by 
phone. Group leaders were asked to describe this study to 
clients with a history (self-reported) of sexual abuse. The 
agency or group contact persons gave a copy of a description 
of the study to the client who had the option of contacting or 
not contacting the researcher. If interested in 
participating, the client phoned the principal investigator to 
learn more about the study. If the client wanted to 
volunteer, s/he was scheduled to attend a group session for 
completing the research materials. Subjects were not asked to 
give their names in order to protect their anonymity. A 
research assistant who was unaware of the existence of a 
subgroup of subjects with a history of sexual abuse 
distributed research packets to the subjects. The principal 
investigator discussed the study with the subjects over the 
phone and scheduled these subjects to attend group 
administrations of the research materials, but this 
investigator was not present during the actual research 
session to further preserve the subject's anonymity. The 
research materials were completed in groups to reduce the 
suspicion on the part of the subjects that the researcher 
might be aware of their identity or the contents of their 
responses. The group situation was intended to provide a 
feeling of anonymity for the subjects.
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When subjects entered the testing room they were asked to 
read the consent form (see Appendix G). If they consented, 
they were asked to show their consent by remaining seated as 
the research material was distributed. If they decided not to 
participate at this point, they were allowed to leave the room 
without penalty (i.e. no loss of research credit if expected). 
Subjects were not asked to sign or put their name on any 
documents they completed. Subjects were told that those 
wishing to discontinue participation in this study at any time 
could do so simply by leaving the room.
Subjects who decided to participate were given a packet 
of forms to complete. This packet consisted of the following: 
Background Questionnaire A, Knowledge About Sexual Abuse 
Questionnaire B, Parent's Reaction to Child Sexual Abuse 
Survey Questionnaire C, Adult-Adolescent Parenting Inventory 
(AAPI), Dyadic Adjustment Scale (DAS), the Rosenberg Self- 
Esteem Scale (RSE), and a debriefing form (see Appendix H). 
Research Design
The present study implemented a 2 x 3 factorial design 
with two levels of self-reported sexual abuse history (history 
vs. no history) and three levels of perpetrator relationship 
(a relative, i.e., an uncle or grandparent, a nonrelative,
i.e., a teacher or a neighbor, or a parent, i.e., a case of 
incest).
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The major variables examined in this study were parents' 
self-reported history of sexual abuse, parents' relationship 
to perpetrator, and how they impact the parents' reactions to 
a hypothetical situation of child sexual abuse. The analysis 
of the results begin with a comparison of the current data 
using Finkelhor's questionnaire to his 1981 results. 
Significant findings are detailed concerning relationship to 
perpetrator and parents' guilt reactions, parents' child- 
rearing attitudes and action they would take upon discovery of 
abuse, parents' scores on self-esteem scales and reactions to 
child sexual abuse. In addition, a discussion of other 
results of interest includes parents' marital satisfaction and 
reactions to child sexual abuse, the reactions of parents 
whose children were actually abused, and parents' rankings of 
agencies to which they would report child sexual abuse. 
Parents' Reactions
Table 1 presents a comparison between parents' reactions 
to discovery of sexual abuse in the Finkelhor 1981 study and 
the present study. As can be seen, there is extremely close 
consistency between the two studies. In the portion of 
Finkelhor's 1981 study posing a hypothetical condition of 
child sexual abuse, parents of the hypothetically abused child
34
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Table 1
Percentage of Parents 
Finkelhor Present Study
Reaction N = 469 N = 100
Angry at perpetrator 99 98
Emotionally upset 98 96
Guilt 91 91
Frightened 89 87
Embarrassed that others might know 38 36
Thought child might be inventing story 13 16
Annoyed with child 12 13
reported the following reactions to the sexual abuse of their 
child: anger at perpetrator 99%, emotional upset 98%, guilt 
91%, fright 89%, embarrassment 38%, skepticism (child might 
be inventing story) 13%, and annoyance at child 12%
(Finkelhor, 1984). The present study, which used Finkelhor's 
same hypothetical condition, revealed that parents anticipated 
having the following reactions to their child's report of 
sexual abuse: anger at perpetrator 98%, emotional upset 96%, 
guilt 91%, fright 87%, embarrassment 36%, skepticism (child 
might be inventing story) 16%, and annoyance at child 13% (see 
Table 2). In the present study, parents also endorsed the 
following reactions: question child in detail 87%, confront
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perpetrator 87%, and reassure child 100% (see Table 2). These 
reactions were also assessed in Finkelhor's study, but 
percentages were not published.
Relationship to Perpetrator and Parents' Guilt Reactions
Table 3 presents percentages of parents who endorsed item 
”f" on the parents' reaction form (Questionnaire C) : “You 
would feel bad because you had not been able to protect your 
child". There was a significant difference in the percentages 
of parents who endorsed this statement. Ninety-four percent 
of the parents in the Partner/Spouse as perpetrator condition 
and one hundred percent of the parents in. the Stranger as 
perpetrator condition endorsed this statement while only 
eighty-three percent of parents in the Relative condition 
endorsed this statement, x2 (2, N = 99) = 6.728, pc.01. 
Parents' Child Rearing Attitudes and Action They Indicate They 
Would Take Upon Discovery of Abuse
Parents were asked what course of action they would take 
upon hearing of their child's sexual abuse (Questionnaire C, 
Part III) . There was a significant mean difference in the 
AAPI scores of parents who chose the response "I would tell 
the alleged offender to leave the household" and those parents 
who did not select this response option. Parents who had 
healthier parenting and child rearing attitudes, as measured 
by the AAPI, more frequently endorsed this statement. This 
was true of parents with higher mean AAPI scores on all four 
constructs of the AAPI (see Figure 3).
wsimMMw
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Table 2
Percentages of Parents Endorsing Items on Questionnaire C
Item
a . It would occur to you 
that he/she might be 
inventing the story
b. You would be angry at 
the person who did it
c. You would be annoyed 
with (name) for 
getting into trouble
d. You would be 
emotionally upset




f. You would feel bad 
because you had not 
been able to protect 
your child
g. You would feel 
embarrassed that 
other people 
might find out 
what happened
h. You would question 
the child in detail 
immediately about 
the incident or 
incidents
i. You would try to 
confront the person 
who did it
j. You would try to 
reassure the child 

















Parents' Guilt Reactions and Relationship to Perpetrator
Perpetrator Condition
_________________________________ Partner Relative Stranger
Would Feel Bad 94% 83% 100%
Would Not Feel Bad 6% 17% 0%
Construct A of the AAPI was designed to assess the 
appropriateness of the parents' developmental expectations of 
their children. A high score on this scale indicated 
appropriate developmental expectations of children. A high 
score on this scale resulted from checking disagree or 
strongly disagree on items reflecting inappropriate 
developmental expectations of children. Parents who selected 
"tell the perpetrator to leave the household" as an action 
they would take in response to the sexual abuse of their 
child, had higher mean AAPI scores (mean = 27.26) on Construct 
A than parents who had not endorsed this item (mean = 25.64), 
t (93) = 2.67,p<.008.
Construct B of the AAPI was designed to measure parents 
empathy toward their children. A high score on Construct B 
indicated more empathy with children. A high score on this 
scale resulted from checking disagree or strongly disagree on 
items reflecting lack of empathy toward children's needs. 





If = indicated would tell the perpetrator to leave 
□  = did not indicate would tell the perpetrator to leave
Figure 3 AAPI Score by “Tell the Perpetrator To Leave."
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perpetrator to leave the household" had higher mean AAPI 
scores (35.95) on Construct B (indicating more empathy) than 
parents who did not endorse this statement (mean = 34.11), 
t(95) = 2.45, £<.01.
Construct C of the AAPI was designed to assess parents' 
belief in corporal punishment. A high score on Construct C 
indicated less belief in corporal punishment. A high score on 
this construct resulted from more often checking disagree 
responses. Parents who endorsed the statement, "I would tell 
the alleged offender to leave the household" had higher mean 
AAPI scores (42.31) on this construct (indicating less belief 
in corporal punishment) than parents who did not endorse this 
statement (mean = 38.63), £(95) = 2.82, £<.005.
Finally, Construct D of the AAPI was designed to measure 
parent-child role reversal. A higher score on the Reversing 
Parent-Child Roles resulted from more frequently checking 
disagree or strongly disagree on items reflecting a parent's 
desire to have their child take on a caretaker role. Parents 
who endorsed the statement, "I would tell the alleged offender 
to leave the household” had higher mean AAPI Construct D 
scores (34.31) than parents who did not choose this response, 
(31.26),t(92)=2.90, £<.004.
Parents' Scores on Empathy and Self-Esteem Scales and 
Reactions to Child Sexual Abuse
Parents who endorsed the Questionnaire C (Parents' 
Reaction to Child Sexual Abuse) statement designed to indicate
vm
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guilt, "You would feel bad because you had not been able to 
protect your child," had significantly lower AAPI Empathy 
scores (mean =35.06) than parents who did not endorse this 
item (mean = 37.8) . This significant mean difference suggests 
that parents with less empathy (lower scores), thought they 
would feel more guilt, t.(96)=2.10, £<.03.
There was also a significant mean difference in the 
Rosenberg Self-Esteem (RSE) scale scores for parents who 
agreed with the Questionnaire C statement, "You would be 
frightened that something like that could occur" (mean = 
17.65) and the RSE scores of those parents who disagreed with 
this statement (mean = 14.46). Parents with higher RSE 
scores, indicating a higher self-esteem, were more likely to 
acknowledge fear as a potential reaction should their child 
experience sexual abuse, t.(96)=2.13, £<.03.
Marital Satisfaction and Parents' Reactions to the Sexual 
Abuse of their Children
The present study attempted to examine the influence of 
marital satisfaction on parents' reactions to child sexual 
abuse. The Dyadic Adjustment Scale (DAS), a 32-item 
instrument used to assess spouses' degree of satisfaction with 
their marriage was distributed to all subjects. However, only 
53 of the 100 subjects completed this scale due to the single 
status of many of the participants in the study. The mean DAS 
score for the 53 subjects who completed this questionnaire was 
90, with a standard deviation of 7.6 and score range of 53-
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103. Higher scores on this scale indicate greater marital 
satisfaction.
There was a significant mean difference of the DAS scores 
of subjects who checked agree on the Questionnaire c, parents' 
reaction form, item "h" (question child in detail) compared to 
subjects who checked disagree on this item. Parents who 
indicated that they would 1 immediately question their child in 
detail” in a situation of child sexual abuse had a higher mean 
DAS score (mean = 90.36) than parents who disagreed with this 
item (mean = 84.00).
Parents Whose Children Were Actually Abused and Reactions to 
Child Sexual Abuse
Parents were asked, “To your knowledge, has anyone ever 
sexually abused/attempted to sexually abuse any of vour 
children? Surprisingly, there were no significant effects 
found regarding the reactions of parents who had experienced 
the attempted or actual abuse of their children versus parents 
who had not had this experience. Eighty-two subjects 
indicated that their children had not experienced 
actual/attempted abuse, seventeen reported that their children 
had experienced abuse, and one did not answer the question. 
Of the seventeen who reported actual/attempted child sexual 
abuse, their reactions on Questionnaire C, the parents' 
reactions form, were as follows: anger at perpetrator-100%, 
question the child in detail-100%, reassure the child-100%, 
emotional upset-94%, confront the perpetrator-94%, guilt-88%.
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fright-88%, embarrassment-29%, annoyance at child-30%, and 
thought child might be inventing the story-6%,
There was no statistically significant difference 
(ps>.05. see Appendix I) in the parents' reactions of those 
parents reported having been sexually abused as a child versus 
parents who reported no abuse history. In addition, no other 
analyses yielded any significant differences (ps>.05) between 
these two groups of parents. However, this lack of difference; 
between these groups should be viewed with caution given the 
small size of the group of parents who reported being sexually 
abused as a child (N=20).
Agencies to Which Parents Would Report Child Sexual Abuse
When asked to rank in order the agencies to which they 
would report child sexual abuse, parents most frequently 
ranked "police” as the first or second choice and ranked 
"school” as their seventh or eighth choice among the following 
options: police; child protective agency such as welfare,
social services; child abuse hotline; mental health agency; 
relative; doctor; clergy; and school.
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Parents' Reactions
The present research confirmed several of Finkelhor's 
1981 findings regarding parents' reactions to child sexual 
■ abuse. The. data of this study combined with the data of 
Finkelhor's study reveal that parents' anticipated reactions 
to child sexual abuse were rank ordered: 1) angler at 
perpetrator, 2) emotional upset, 3?) guilt, 4) fright, 5)
embarrassment, 6) skepticism (child might be inventing story),
... - .... ,. . ....... .. ..
and 7) annoyance at child. Numbers 1, 2, 3, and 4 were seen 
in over 87% of the reports. Numbers 5, 6, and 7 were cited
much less often, i.e., 37%., 14.5%, and 12.5% respectively. In
addition, parents in the present study also indicated the 
following reactions: question child in detail (87%); confront 
perpetrator (87%),- and reassure child (100%) . That all three 
of these were highly cited, with " reassure child” being
reported in every case, indicates that parents today would.be
..... 'very concerned with their child's emotional and mental state■‘PsaGB v'following a report of abuse
'JfeWI
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These data were collected more than ten years apart. The
..similarity, in the percentages of parents in the two studies
endorsing each of these reactions is remarkable. One possible■ -v"-'" ' '"' ...... . ....... . " 7 . '
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explanation for these findings pertains to social 
desirability. The wording of the items in the survey used in 
both studies may have resulted in socially desirable responses 
being given both times. Parents may have been trying to "look 
good" and may have merely endorsed the socially desirable 
responses to achieve this goal. Therefore, parents would have 
avoided the appearance of doubting their child's claims, i.e., 
saying that their child invented the story, or getting mad or 
annoyed at their child, i.e., blaming the victim.
A hypothetical design can be helpful to understand 
parents' expectations of their reactions to real child abuse 
occurrences. However, in interpreting these findings one must 
not forget that parents were asked to predict their responses 
to an "abstract" situation in a survey. Social psychologists 
have frequently suggested that people are often inaccurate at 
predicting their own behavior, and thus caution must be 
exercised in overgeneralizing these results to non- 
hypothetical, real cases where parents have a son or daughter 
making claims of sexual abuse.
Relationship to Perpetrator
Russell (1986) found the following interaction between 
parents' reaction and relationship to perpetrator: the closer 
the parents' relationship to the perpetrator, the less 
supportive was the parents' response to the victim. The 
present study did not confirm Russell's findings. Parents in 
both the Spouse as perpetrator and the Stranger as perpetrator
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conditions reported more guilt ("You would feel bad because 
you had not been able to protect your child") than parents in 
the Relative as perpetrator condition. Russell's results 
suggested that parents in the Partner/Spouse as perpetrator 
condition should have been the least empathetic while those in 
the Stranger as perpetrator condition should have been the 
most empathetic.
One possible explanation for the present study's finding 
is that the parents in this study would have been exposed to 
more information documenting occurrences of child sexual abuse 
by the spouse or partner. Recognition of that reality would 
enable the parent to respond to the question of guilt with 
less denial. Because children frequently spend more time with 
their immediate families than with relatives, parents may 
feel more responsibility for ensuring their child's safety in 
their own home than at a relative's house. Also, parents may 
experience more guilt because they feel that the abuse 
occurred "under their nose." This may cause them to feel 
guilty about not intervening (if they knew about the abuse) or 
to feel guilty about not realizing the abuse was occurring (if 
they truly were not aware of the abuse).
In addition, there is commonly a strong emphasis on 
"protecting a child from strangers." This is not true with 
relatives. Similarly, a parent may perceive protecting 
his/her child from strangers as a central responsibility.
Should abuse occur in one of these two settings (home 
may feel a greater sense of failure
with
would feel more guilt when the perpetrator was a partner or
stranger than when the perpetrator was a relative is that 
parents have some personal choice over who becomes their
spouse or partner. They also have some control over which 
"strangers" interact with their children and, with increasing 
frequency, parents are warning their children to be wary of
to or interacting with strangers
choose" their relatives.. Thus, if a
relative were to abuse their child, a parent may feel less 
personal responsibility for the event and thus experience less
■: guilt




between protecting their child and allying with their spouse 
or partner. In the original Tufts' 1984 study, these mothers 
were described as having in common personality traits of low 
self-esteem and submissiveness, resulting in inability to 
protect their child from the abuse. However, in the 1990 
book, Child Sexual Abuse: Initial Effects. Beverly Gomes- 
Schwartz evaluated this finding in a different way. She 
contends that mothers should not be blamed for allowing the 
abuse to continue and that society-at-large is at fault for 
providing men with the power to accomplish such heinous 
crimes. Independent of how this is interpreted, it is 
interesting to note that parents with healthier parenting 
attitudes on all four constructs of the AAPI reported they 
would tell the perpetrator to leave the household more often 
than parents with lower AAPI scores. Below is a conceptual 
discussion of each construct of the AAPI and how the parenting 
attitude it measures relates to parents' likelihood to "tell 
the perpetrator to leave the household."
A parent with inappropriate developmental expectations of 
children, as measured by Construct A of the AAPI, may feel 
that the child could have stopped the perpetrator from 
abusing. A parent with "adult" expectations of a child's 
behavior might be more likely to blame the child for 
"seducing" the perpetrator. Therefore, it is noteworthy that 
parents with more appropriate developmental expectations were
whichmore likely to "tell the perpetrator to leave," 
suggested a greater sensitivity to the child's vulnerability.
Construct D of the AAPI, which was designed to measure
.parent-child role reversal, has similar implications to
Construct A. Parents who expect their child to "parent them"
4riA.'.>-v
punishment (as.
might be more likely to blame the child or have more
' difficulty seeing the child's vulnerability. These parents"45% . .
have inappropriate developmental expectations, of 
difficulty understanding the unequal 
.power positions of adults/parents versus children.
. - rConstruct B of the -AAPI was designed to measure empathy ; ; w '
toward children. More empathetic parents: (those with higher: / •- ■■■• ........... ' '■
^scores on this construct) expressed a desire to protect the,i r — —  - - - -...... ...... ......
‘ iV*' - . * y,1' . ■child by removing, the perpetrator. These parents were:
$. '■'■■■ ' " ■ •-........... •.
iy more aware- of the stress., fear, or discomfort it 
iaus.i 
'household'.
. . .  . . wouldcau e- the child- to have the perpetrator remain in the
- ' ... ... " . .... . ................
a AAPI, Belief in Corporal Punishment, 
^parents' belief in the use of corporal 
■punishment. Parents who indicated that they would "tell the
. perpetrator to leave," expressed disagreement with corporal
evidenced by their higher, mean scores on this 
scale). This result can easily be explained by examining the 
nature of the items on this scale. A strong belief in 
corporal punishment may reflect a rigid parenting style. A
- . •. — .7.narent wip th this mentality may have a tendency to simplify the
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event rather than to recognize the complexity of the abuse. 
This type of parent may have a strong belief in his/her 
ability to control situations and as a result may think that 
threatening the perpetrator with punishment is sufficient 
itself and that a further measure of "telling the perpetrator 
to leave" would be unnecessary.
■Parents'? Scores on-Empathy and. Self-Esteem .Scales and. Parents'
•. \-M-
Reactions to Child :Sexual Abuse
An unexpected result of tire present study was the-' 
relationship between parents' lack of empathy as measured by 
the AAPI and guilt as indicated by cheeking the response, "You 
would feel bad because you had not been able to protect your
child." Parents with lower mean scores on the AAPI Lack of...*■.. ......  ‘ ' ’ •
Empathy scale, indicating less empathy, more frequently
", ’ ' V ’ ' ‘ _ '.... ’ "  , "endorsed the .statement, ‘you would feel bad because you had
not been able to protect your child" on Questionnaire C. In
other words, lessempathic parents felt more guilty.. Although
k y  it- seems counterintuitive that a more empathic parent would
.... ."...  ...... ...... . .have less gui-lt regarding the sexual abuse of their child,
this may not be simply a spurious finding - perhaps due to a
■ jrp.—
Type:.I error. It is possible that a parent who lacks empathy
r "■
K.%h.\ ' /■ il-
is aware of this and feels guilty about it. For example, a
i ... ■** • " w  • »
■parent who allowed the abuse to continue may feel remorse at
. . some- level. Also, in psychological literature, guilt isV rtn& r.' '
■sometimes viewed as counterproductive. Parents who. are 
paralyzed.-by guilt and self-blame may not be able to see their
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child through this traumatic experience. Hagans and Case 
(1988) encouraged parents to seek out counseling to deal with 
their own negative reactions in order to be better able to 
comfort their child. In this way, parents who do not feel as 
guilty may be more able to show empathy to their child.
Parents with higher self-esteem, as indicated by a higher 
score on the Rosenberg Self-Esteem scale, more frequently 
endorsed the statement, "You would be frightened that 
something like that could occur." This finding seems to agree 
with the Tufts' 1984 findings that mothers of incest victims, 
who were described as having in common personality traits of 
low self-esteem and submissiveness, were more likely to deny 
the abuse was occurring. Further, one would not report 
feeling frightened while in a state of denial that the abuse 
had even occurred.
Another possible explanation for this result is that if 
the mother herself was accustomed to abuse (for example, if 
she were in an abusive relationship with her spouse/partner), 
she would be less likely to report feeling frightened. Often 
this type of denial system in situations of abuse is a 
survival mechanism. This mechanism of denial allows the 
mother to remain in the abusive situation and precludes 
acknowledgement of fear.
The concept of co-dependency may also explain why a 
mother would not acknowledge her fear. An enormous amount of 
literature exists on this concept (i.e., Beattie, 1989?
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Beattie, 1987; Schaef, 1986). A "co-dependent" woman may be 
so entrenched in "taking care of" her abusive husband that she 
is unaware of her own or her childrens' needs.
In contrast, a mother with high self esteem may not be 
accustomed to abuse and, therefore, may be more conscious of 
her feelings of fear regarding a situation of abuse. This 
phenomenon also relates to "battered woman's syndrome." A 
woman with higher self-esteem may be less likely to enter into 
a relationship with an abusive partner. Furthermore, if her 
partner became abusive to herself or to her children, a woman 
with higher self-esteem may leave the situation quickly. It 
has often been suggested that it is the low self-esteem of the 
battered woman that motivates her to keep returning to an 
abusive partner (Walker, 1984).
Marital Satisfaction and Parents' Reactions to the Sexual 
Abuse of their Children
Parents who indicated that they would "immediately 
question their child in detail" following a report of sexual 
abuse, had higher mean DAS scores, indicating greater marital 
satisfaction than subjects who did not endorse this item. 
Caution is advised, though, when interpreting this result due 
to the small number of subjects who completed this form. 
Fifty parents endorsed this action whereas only three did not. 
Because this finding results from a limited number of cases, 
only 53% of the subject sample, it may be a spurious finding, 
which needs to be replicated with a larger sample.
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It has been suggested that parental reactions to sexual 
abuse may be influenced by characteristics of the relationship 
between spouses (Tufts 1984, Russell 1986). Russell (1986) 
reported that the victim's most frequent explanation for why 
the abuse occurred was a poor sexual relationship between the 
victim's parents.
Gomes-Schwartz's (1990) study reported that the poorer 
the relationship between the mother and the spouse, the more 
concern expressed by the mother for the child, and that the 
better the spousal relationship, the more likely the mother 
would be angry with the child. Gomes-Schwartz (1990) stated, 
"Among those cases in which the abuser was a father figure or 
natural father, mothers were more likely to express concern 
about the impact of the abuse on the child and on themselves 
if they had a poor relationship with their spouse. In 
contrast, mothers were more likely to be angry with the child 
because of the abuse if they had a more satisfying marital 
relationship"(Gomes-Schwartz, 1990, p. 118). This finding was 
not supported in the present research. There was no 
significant mean difference in the marital satisfaction score 
of those parents who endorsed the Questionnaire C item 
regarding annoyance with the child versus those parents who 
did not endorse this item.
? R __ ____  _ ,_
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Parents Whose Children Were Actually Abused and Parents' 
Reactions to Child Sexual Abuse
Although there was no statistically significant 
difference between the reactions to child sexual abuse of 
"parents whose children had experienced actual/attempted 
sexual abuse" and parents whose children had not, the 
disparity in percentages of parents who endorsed the following 
items of the Parents Reaction to Child Sexual Abuse 
Questionnaire is noteworthy. Should these differences reach 
statistical significance in future research the following 
discussion of these findings may be useful in interpreting 
them.
A greater percentage (100%) of parents "whose child had 
actually been abused or subjected to attempted abuse" 
indicated they would “immediately question the child in 
detail" as compared to the parents whose children had not been 
abused (84%) . A possible explanation of this finding is that 
parents who have experienced this traumatic event may have 
become more vigilant. This could be a result of having dealt 
with the "system" or having experienced a negative outcome 
such as the failure of the legal system to prosecute the 
perpetrator.
Also, a greater percentage of parents whose children had 
experienced actual/attempted sexual abuse (94%) indicated they 
would, "confront the perpetrator, " than parents whose children 
had not been sexually abused (87%). This difference can be
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explained in a similar fashion to the above finding. Because 
they already know what to expect, what channels to go through, 
and so on, they may be more likely to take an active approach 
to dealing with this problem.
A greater percentage of parents whose children had 
actually been abused or subjected to attempted abuse reported 
that they would be "annoyed at the child" (30% vs. 13%). This 
particular finding could have resulted from misinterpretation 
of the item phrased, "You would be annoyed with (name) for 
getting into trouble." Some parents left this item blank or 
put a question indicating confusion regarding the meaning of 
"name," i.e. was it the child or the perpetrator.
Finally, a lower percentage (6%) of parents whose child 
had been abused indicated disbelief regarding the "child 
inventing story" than parents whose children had not 
experienced sexual abuse or subjected to attempted abuse 
(18%). A lower percentage (6%) of parents whose chlid had 
been abused indicated disbelief regarding the "child inventing 
story". Possibly, parents who have already experienced this 
traumatic event are less likely to have a "not me" attitude 
assuming this could never happen to "their child." They may 
be more aware that this can happen and does happen and, 
therefore, are less likely to seek out ways to rationalize or 
to deny the occurrence.
mmmai
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Agencies to Which Parents Report Child Sexual Abuse
Another aspect in which the results of the present study 
confirmed Finkelhor's earlier results is in agencies to which 
parents would report abuse. In Finkelhor's hypothetical 
condition, when asked to what agencies parents would report 
child sexual abuse, they chose "police" most often and 
"school" least often. This trend was paralleled in the 
present research. Parents most frequently ranked "police" as 
#1 and "school" as #8 when choosing from the following 
options: police, child protective agency such as welfare or
social services, child abuse hotline, mental health agency, 
relative, doctor, clergy, and school.
It seems reasonable that parents would choose to report 
abuse to the school system least frequently because the school 
does not have the legal capacity to deal with the abuse that 
other agencies or groups (e.g., the police) do. It is also 
possible that parents would not turn to the school for 
assistance due to a desire to keep the abuse private. This 
pattern of ranking police as the top choices revealed the 
public's increasing awareness of the importance of reporting 
the crime of child sexual abuse.
Limitations of the Study and Directions for Future Research 
The results of the study were limited by the following 
methodological difficulties. Some subjects who were recruited 
because of suspected child sexual abuse history (their 
therapists indicated to the researcher that they would be
mt.
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participating) reported no abuse history. This was inferred 
from the lower than expected number of subjects reporting a 
history of child sexual abuse. It is possible that the 
"nonabused" group was not a “pure" group in the sense that all 
members were in fact non-abused, thus resulting in an 
underestimation of true group differences. Additionally, the 
nominal nature of the data, which primarily permitted the use 
of chi-square analyses; with the exception of the AAPI and DAS 
data where t-tests were used, limited the scope of inferences 
that could be made. Furthermore, some of the cells had very 
small N's, limiting the effectiveness of the chi-square 
analyses and reducing the statistical power, and increasing 
the probability of a Type II error. Finally, numerous chi- 
square analyses were performed (close to 200), increasing the 
probability of a Type I error. Thus, in considering the 
results of the present study, one has to be cognizant of the 
possible inflation of the alpha level causing a significant 
result by chance.
Another limitation of the present research is the 
hypothetical nature of the study. Social psychological 
research suggested that it is very difficult for people to 
accurately predict their future behavior. In further studies, 
the use of non-hypothetical situations, such as interviewing 
parents of children who were actually abused, is encouraged. 
In these non-hypothetical conditions, parents could be 




agencies. Parents could be interviewed immediately following, 
or shortly after, disclosure of the abuse.
It would also be valuable to assess parents' responses to 
the sexual abuse over time. A longitudinal study would 
provide the opportunity to study the changing response 
patterns over time. This could take into account the grief- 
reaction pattern described by Hagans and Case (1988) as well 
as the impact of the chain of events from the time the abuse 
is reported to the time it may reach the courtroom.
If such a longitudinal study were undertaken, it would 
also be of interest to assess the effects of participation in 
psychotherapy. In such a research design, the parents could 
be tested at designated time intervals comparing a treatment 
(therapy) group and a control group composed of parents not 
receiving counseling. It would also be of interest to 
subsequently collect data on the longitudinal effects of the 
abuse on the children and investigate possible correlations 
between parents' reactions and the post-trauma effects.
Because there was little variation in the parents' 
responses to the parents' reaction form, it is suspected that 
a strong element of social desirability was inherent in these 
questions. To reduce the problem of obvious social 
desirability in the parents' reaction form, a mood adjective 
checklist could be used. The most effective format might be 
to use audiotaped instructions. For example, "Imagine that 
your child has just told you that s/he was sexually abused.
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On the form in front of you, check the words that describe how 
you are feeling right now." The subjects would then select 
from a long list of adjectives the ones which apply to them, 
such as "fearful," "guilty," "sad," etc. This format could 
provide a broader range of responses that are perhaps less 
obvious in their social desirability than those on the 
parents' reaction form, which allowed subjects to merely check 
"agree" or "disagree." If a retrospective approach were 
taken, the directive could be as follows: “Imagine that two 
weeks (months, etc.) ago, your child told you s/he was 
sexually fondled by an adult..."
Future research might investigate childrens' perceptions 
of their own parents' reactions to their disclosures of sexual 
abuse. One way this could be accomplished is by interviewing 
children who have been sexually abused. Another way would be 
to interview adults with a history of child sexual abuse 
regarding the reactions of their own parents.
A final consideration for future studies in this area is 
to better define the perpetrator relationship. In the present 
study, the three conditions of perpetrator relationship were 
defined as spouse/partner, adult relative (uncle, grandparent) 
and adult non-relative (teacher, neighbor). In future 
studies, these conditions could be better defined by including 
perpetrators such as older siblings. For instance, a parent 
may react differently to sexual abuse committed by a sibling 
than a trusted neighbor. Use of an instrument which could
WMBijQlBNRi
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assess the quality of the parent-perpetrator relationship 
(e.g., positive or negative) may be beneficial. This approach 
may also provide the opportunity to better evaluate the effect 
of parents' relationship to the perpetrator on parental 
reaction to their child's report of sexual abuse.
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In the last two years, do you remember reading about, seeing or hearing a discussion of the problem of sexual abuse? __ yes __ no
If so, where did you read about, see, or hear this discussion?
____ in a newspaper___ in a magazine__ in a book you were reading___ on t e 1 ev 1 s ion-_ _ on the radio__ at work___ conversation with a friend, relative
There has been a lot of recent.publicity about child sexual abuse. Nobody knows for sure just how, many children are sexually abused. But we would like to get your opinion of how often you think that it may happen. Let us say that child sexual abuse refers to any incident' where an older person uses a child for his or her own sexual pleasure.
How many girls do you think have ever had child sexual abuse, happen to them?
(25%)
How many boys do you think- have ever had child sexual abuse happen to them? ■ T
__ mosthalf (50%)__ _ a quarter (25%)___.1 in 10
k__  1 in 1001 in 500 1 in 1000
Do you consider yourself to have been sexually abused? _yes no' - ' ’v • - ' ' ' .... '  ..  '. , has anyone ever sexually abused any of vourTo your knowledgev,?..children?!.
pf vour children?
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Parents have all kinds of feelings and reactions to incidents of 
sexual abuse or attempted sexual abuse. Here is a list of reactions 
other parents have had. Suppose your child were to tell you that 
s/he had been sexually fondled on several occasions, say by an adult 
relative (e.g., uncle, grandparent). For each of the following 
statements, please check agree, agree somewhat, disagree somewhat 
or disagree.
Questionnaire C - Part I
AGREE DISAGREE 
AGREE SOMEWHAT SOMEWHAT DISAGREE
a. It would occur to you 
that he/she might be 
inventing the story
b. You would be angry at 
the person who did it
c. You would be annoyed 
with (name) for 
getting into trouble
d. you would be 
emotionally upset




f. you would feel bad 
because you had not 
been able to protect 
your child
g. You would feel 
embarrassed that 
other people 
might find out 
what happened
h. You would question 
the child in detail 
immediately about 
the incident or 
incidents
i. You would try to 
confront the person 
who did it
j . You would try to reassure 
the child that he/she 
was not at fault
MMBMMMHnmn
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Part II
Now, please describe in your own words what you would say to yourchild if he or she reported to you that she or he had been fondledby an adult relative (e.g. uncle, grandparent):
67
Parents have all kinds of feelings and reactions to incidents of 
sexual abuse or attempted sexual abuse. Here is a list of reactions 
other parents have had. Suppose your child were to tell you that 
s/he had been sexually fondled on several occasions, say by your 
spouse or partner. For each of the following statements, please 
check agree, agree somewhat, disagree somewhat or disagree.
AGREE DISAGREE 
AGREE SOMEWHAT SOMEWHAT DISAGREE
Questionnaire C - Part I
a. It would occur to you 
that he/she might be 
inventing the story
b. You would be angry at 
the person who did it
c. You would be annoyed 
with (name) for 
getting into trouble
d. you would be 
emotionally upset




f. you would feel bad 
because you had not 
been able to protect 
your child
g. You would feel 
embarrassed that 
other people 
might find out 
what happened
h. You would question 
the child in detail 
immediately about 
the incident or 
incidents
i. You would try to 
confront the person 
who did it
j . You would try to 
reassure the child 
that he/she was not 
at fault
MICROFILM CERTIFICATE - MODERN INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC.
68
Part II
Now, please describe in your own words what you would say to yourchild if he or she reported to you that she or he had been fondledby your spouse or partner:
69
Parents have all kinds of feelings and reactions to incidents of 
sexual abuse or attempted sexual abuse. Here is a list of reactions 
other parents have had. Suppose your child were to tell you that 
s/he had been sexually fondled on several occasions, say by an adult 
outside the family (teacher, neighbor). For each of the following 
statements, please check agree, agree somewhat, disagree somewhat 
or disagree.
Questionnaire C - Part I
AGREE DISAGREE 
AGREE SOMEWHAT SOMEWHAT DISAGREE
a. It would occur to you 
that he/she might be 
inventing the story
b. You would be angry at 
the person who did it
c. You would be annoyed 
with (name) for 
getting into trouble
d. you would be 
emotionally upset




f. you would feel bad 
because you had not 
been able to protect 
your child
g. You would feel 
embarrassed that 
other people 
might find out 
what happened
h. You would question 
the child in detail 
immediately about 
the incident or 
incidents
i. You would try to 
confront the person 
who did it
j . You would try to 
reassure the child 
that he/she was not 
at fault
—— -----  . .... . .—
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Part II
Now, please describe in your own words what you would say to yourchild if he or she reported to you that she or he had been fondledby an adult outside the family (teacher, neighbor):
i
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There are many courses of action parents could take upon hearing oftheir child's sexual abuse. Which of the following courses ofaction do you think you would take? (more than one can be checked).
___ I would take no action at all
___ I would take no action without an admission (the accusedconfesses to the abuse) or corroboration (another individual supports what the child is saying).
__  I would reassure, support the child/victim
___ I would prevent the alleged offender from contacting thechild
___ I would confront the alleged offender
___ I would tell the alleged offender to leave the household
___ I would arrange for the child to leave the household
__ I would scold or punish the child
I would discuss the sexual abuse with the child
Part III
Part IVPlease rank order the following with 1 = the place you think you would report it first and 8 = the place you think you would report 
it last.
___ police
child protective agency such as Welfare, Social Services
___ child abuse hotline
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There are 32 statements in this questionnaire. There are statements about parenting and raising children. You decide the degree to which you agree or disagree with each statement by indicating the appropriate number at the left. If you strongly support the statement, or feel this statement is true most or all the time, indicate s t r o n g l y  a g r e e .  If you support the statement or feel this statement is true some of the time, indicate a g r e e .  If you feel strongly against the statement or feel this statement is not true most or all the time, indicate s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e .  If you feel you cannot support the statement or that the statement is not true some of the time, indicate d i s a g r e e .  Use u n c e r t a i n  only when it is absolutely Impossible to decide on one of the other choices.
Please keep these four points in mind:
1. Answer the questions frankly and truthfully. There is no advantage in giving an untrue answer because you think it is the right thing to say.
2. Answer the questions as quickly as you can. Don't spend too much time thinking about what to answer. Give the first natural answer that comes to mind.
3. Don't skip any questions or provide two answers to any question. Make sure you respond to every statement with only one answer.
4. Although some questions may seem much like others, there are no two statements exactly alike so make sure you 
respond to every statement.
If there is anything you don't understand, please ask your questions now. If you come across a word you don't now while answering a question, ask the examiner for help.
1 = Strongly agree2 = Agree3 = Uncertain4 = Disagree5 = Strongly disagree
____ 1. Young children should be expected to comfort their motherwhen she is feeling blue.____ 2. Parents should teach their children right from wrong bysometimes using physical punishment.____ 3 . Children should be the main source of comfort and care for
their parents.____ 4 . Young children should be expected to hug their mother when
she is sad.____ 5 . Parents will spoil their children by picking them up andcomforting them when they cry.____ 6. Children should be expected to verbally express themselves
before the age of one year.____ 7 . a good child will comfort both of his/her parents after
the parents have argued.
MICROFILM CERTIFICATE - MOIFBU lucranuTinu w e n
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Children learn good behavior through the use of physical punishment.
Children develop good, strong characters through very 
strict discipline.
Parents should expect their children who are under three 
years to begin taking care of themselves.Young children should be aware of ways to comfort their parents after a hard day's work.
Parents should slap their child when she/he has done 
something, wrong.
Children, should always be spanked when they misbehave. 
Young children should be responsible for much of the 
happiness of their parents.
Parents have a responsibility to spank their child when 
she/he misbehaves.
Parents should expect children to feed themselves by 
twelve months.Parents should: expect their children to grow physically at about the same rate.
Young Children' who feel secure often grow up expecting too 
much.
Children should always "pay the price” for misbehaving. 
Children should be expected at an e rly age to feed, 
bathe, and clothe themselves.
Parents..who are sensitive to their children's feelings and 
mood often spoil their children.
Children deserve more discipline than they get.
Children whose needs are left unattended will Often grow 
up to be more independent.
Parents who encourage communication with their children 
only end' up listening, to complaints.
Children are more likely to iearn appropriate behavior 
when they are spanked for misbehaving.
Children will quit crying faster if they are ignored. 
Children five months of age ought to be capable of sensing 
what their parents expect.
Children who are given too much love by their parents will 
grow up.to be stubborn and spoiled.
Children should be forced to respect parental authority. 
Young children should try to make their parent's life more 
pleasurable.
Young children who are hugged and kissed often will grow 
up to be “sissies."
Young children should be expected to comfort their father 
when he- is upset.
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1 = Always agree2 = Almost always agree3 = Occasionally disagree4 = Frequently disagree5 = Almost always disagree6 = Always disagree
Handling family finances Matters of recreation Religious matters Demonstrations of affection Friends Sex relationsConventionality (correct or proper behavior) Philosophy of life
Ways of dealing with parents or in-laws Aims, goals, and things believed important Amount of time spent together Making major decisions Household tasksLeisure time interests and activities Career decisions
1 = All the time2 SS Most of the time3 = More often than not4 = Occasionally5 = Rarely6 ss Never
How often do you discuss or have you considered divorce, separation, or terminating your relationship?How often do you or your mate leave the house after a fight? In general, how often do you think that things between you and your partner are going well?Do you confide in your mate?Do you ever regret that you married? ( o r  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r )  How often do you and your partner quarrel?How often do you and your mate "get on each other's nerves?"
23. Do you kiss your mate?Almost Occa-Every day Every day sionally Rarely Never 4 3 2 1 0
23. Do you and your mate engage in outside interests together?All of Most of Some of Very few None ofthem them them of them them4 3 2 1 0
wwwrt&tfrw*
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How often would you say the following events occur between you and your mate? 0 = Never1 = Less than once a month2 = Once or twice a month3 = Once a day4 = More often
__25. Have a stimulating exchange of ideas__26. Laugh together__27. Calmly discuss something__28. Work together on a project
These .art ^ome things about which couples sometimes agree and sometimes disagree. Indicate if either item below causeddifferences of opinions or problems in your relationship during the past few weeks. (Check yes or no)
Yes No 29. Being too tired for sex Yes No 30. Not showing love
31. The numbers on the following line represent different degrees of happiness in your relationship. The middle point, 'happy," represents the degree of happiness of most relationships. Please circle the number that best describe the degree of happiness, all things considered, of your relationship.
0_______1_______2_______3_______4_______5_______6Extremely Fairly A Little Happy Very Extremely Perfect 
Unhappy Unhappy Unhappy Happy Happy
32. Please circle one of the following statements that best describes how you feel about the future of your relationship.
5 I want desperately for my relationship to succeed, and 
w o u l d  g o  t o  a l m o s t  a n y  l e n g t h  to see that it does.4 I want very much for my relationship to succeed, and w i l l  
d o  a l l  I  c a n  to see that it does.3 I want very much for my relationship to succeed, and w i l l  
d o  m y  f a i r  s h a r e  to see that it does.2 It would be nice if my relationship succeeded, but I c a n ' t  
d o  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  I  am  d o i n g  now to help it succeed.1 it would be nice if it succeeded, but I r e f u s e  t o  d o  a n y  
m o r e  t h a n  I  am  d o i n g  now to keep the relationship going. 0 My relationship can never succeed, and t h e r e  i s  n o  m o r e  
t h a t  I  c a n  d o  to keep the relationship going.
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AGREE DISAGREE AGREE SOMEWHAT SOMEWHAT DISAGREE
1. I feel that I'm a person of worth, at least on an equal plane withothers. ____ ____ ____ ___
2. I feel that I have a number of goodqualities. ___________  ___  ___
3. All in all, I am inclined to feel that I am afailure. ____ ____ ___  ___
4. I am able to do things as well asmost other people. ____ ___  ____ ____
5. I feel I do not have much to beproud of. ---- ---- --- ---------
6. I take a positive attitude toward
myself. ____ ____ ___  ____
7. On the whole, I am satisfied withmyself. ____ ____ ___  ___
8. I wish I could have more respect for
myself. ____ ____ ___  ____
9. I certainly feeluseless at times. -----------  ---- ---
10. At times I think Iam no good at all. ____ ___ . ____ ____




______ ___________ _____ I, ..i-wwiw i>njfW.aiL,TTiwarn1rfj
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(QUESTIONNAIRE A)BACKGROUND
sex: ____ male ___ femaleage: ___
What is your racial background?
__  white
___ black
__  native american
__  hispanic
__  asian
__  other (specify)____________________________________
What is your marital status?
__  married




__  never married
If married or living together, how long have you been married/living 
together? ___________________________
If separated, divorced, widowed, how long were you married?
Biiifaai
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Do you have any children?
how many? __________________________________________________
ages?___________________________________________________ _
how many boys? _________________  how many girls?__________
how many stepchildren? ______________________________________how many adopted children? _____________ ____________________
Is your current partner the natural parent of your children?
___ yes___ no
What is the highest grade or year of school that you completed?
___ grade school
___ high school
___ technical training but not college
___ college
___ graduate school











other (specify) ..... ................................
..... - - - - .........
IMMMMHMi
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In what range would you classify your yearly income?
___ less than $4,000
___ $4,000 - $8,000
___ $8,000 - $12,000
___ $12,000 - $16,000
___ $16,000 - $24,000
___ $24,000 - $32,000
___ $32,000 - $35,000
___ $35,000 and over
What is your occupation? _____________________________
If you are a student, what is your major or area of study? ____
How would you describe the place where you spent the longest time during your childhood?
___ a large city
___ a suburb of a large city
__  a large town (under 100,000)
__  a small town (under 25,000)
__  a farm
About how long have you lived in North Dakota?
__  more than half of your life
__  more than 10 years, but less than half of your life
__  between 5 and 10 years
__  5 years or less
__  never, I live in the following state: ______________________
84
How many children were in the family you grew up with ? ____ _
Overall, how would you describe your relationship with your mother? (check one)
___ caring/affectionate, positive feelings were openly expressed
___ she depended on you for emotional support
___ she expected you to take care of the household
___ hostile, she was often angry or negative and punished you alot
___ she saw you as a burden, as stupid or incompetent, did notexpress much affection toward you or pride in your achievements
other _____________________________________
Overall, how would you describe your relationship with your father? (check one)
___ caring/affectionate, positive feelings were openly expressed
___ he depended on you for emotional support
___ he expected you to take care of the household
hostile, he was often angry or negative and punished you a lot
___ he saw you as a burden, as stupid or incompetent, did notexpress much affection toward you or pride in your achievements
other ____________________________________________________
jswmwvwwiww
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INFORMATION (CONSENT) FORM 




There has been much recent publicity about the problem of 
child sexual abuse, and although our courts are seeing 
increasing numbers of abuse cases with children and mental 
health professionals are treating record numbers of abused 
children, very little scientific study has been carried out on 
this topic. As a parent, we feel that you may have a special 
interest in the issue of child sexual abuse and would perhaps 
be interested in a study such as this one, which is trying to 
learn about parental reactions to a child's report of sexual 
abuse. We hope that this study will provide information that 
will be useful to mental health professionals, law enforcement 
officials and other parents. Because this is a sensitive 
topic, you may feel uncomfortable with answering some of the 
questions in this survey. If you feel a need to discuss 
feelings about any of these questions we can refer you to a 
.professional specializing in this area. There are no right or 
wrong answers and no judgments are being made - we are just 
trying to learn from parents like yourself with the hope that 
this knowledge may be helpful to others concerned about sexual 
abuse of children. YOUr participation here is completely 
voluntary, and you do not have to answer any question we ask 
although we hope that you will choose to do so. There will be 
no way to identify you from the research forms you complete. 
You will not be asked to put your name anywhere or to sign 
anything. Your completion of the research materials is an 
indication-of consent to participate in this study. If at any 
point you decide not to participate please feel free to put 
the materials ba.ck into their envelope and leave - there will 
be no penalty, for. doing, so. All information you provide will 
be kept completely confidential. The information obtained 
will be statistically analyzed and reported in group form as 
part of Donna Greifer< s (a graduate student in UND's 
Psychology Dept.) doctoral dissertatioh'.
If you decide to participate:, here is what can be 
expected. You will be asked to fill out a demographic 
questionnaire that will include questions about your 
background, such as your marital status, number of children, 
education, and income level. You will also be asked to 
complete a written survey on the topic of child sexual abuse. 
Part of this will consist of a hypothetical (pretend) 
situation where you will be asked to describe your reactions 
if your child told you that s/he had been sexually abused. In 
addition, you will be asked to complete a form assessing 
certain aspects of your personality and your relationships 
with your spouse/partner and your child. These forms should
-
**&*%*•&#&
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take approximately forty five minutes to complete. Should you 
need to bring your children with you to this session, adult 
supervision will be provided for them while you are completing 
the research materials.
Your decision to participate or not to participate in 
this research will not prejudice your future relations with 
the University of North Dakota or the Psychology Department. 
If you decide to participate, you are free to discontinue 
participation at any time without penalty (or loss of research 
credit if needed for a psychology class) .
If you have any questions at all please feel free to ask 
them now, or if questions come up later you can contact us at 
the Psychology Department, 777-3648.
Sincerely,Donna Greifer, M.A. Douglas Peters, Ph.D.Doctoral Advisor
—-
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EXPLANATION OF THE STUDY
The sexual abuse of children has received considerable attention recently. This has been facilitated by the mass media coverage of preschool cases such as the infamous McMartin preschool in California and the Countrywalk case in Florida. Understanding the sequence of events which transpire from the time the abuse occurs to the time it reaches the court room (if it ever gets that far) is of great importance in increasing the chances that the persons responsible for this secretive crime get prosecuted. In the long chain of events and reporting involved for sex abuse cases, the very first person to whom a child reports an incident of sexual abuse is often the child's parent. The nature of the parent's reaction can potentially have great impact on the way the child later perceives or explains the abuse situation. Because the parent's reaction may influence the child's perception of the event and thus later memory of it, more needs to be known about what these reactions usually are. Very few studies have examined the nature of these responses. The Tufts (1984) study and the Boston (1981) study were the only two which gave some consideration to parents responses to disclosure of sexual abuse. The present researcher views parental reaction as a significant variable in the child sexual abuse scenario; it may greatly influence the child's psychological development as well as strongly affect a child's testimony.The present study will examine the reactions of parents to child sexual abuse in a unique way not found in prior research. Subjects will be assigned to one of three experimental conditions to consider a case where their child is abused (hypothetically or pretend) by: 1) a adult relative 2) an adult non-relative 3) a spouse or partner (i.e., a case of incest). Thus, the experimental manipulation here should provide understanding about how the variable of parent's relationship to reported perpetrator affects parents' reactions to the report of sexual abuse and how prior history of sexual abuse for a parent might interact with this variable.
THANK YOU for your participation in this study. Following 
is a list of agencies which provide counseling for people who 
have been sexually abused, have children who have been sexually 
abused, or just want to talk to someone about their feelings. I 
have also included a list of books on child sexual abuse if you 
are interested in reading about this topic.
Rape Crisis Center Dakota Therapy Center UND Counseling Center Psychological Services Northeast Human Svcs Village Family Service UND Women's Center




Finkelhor, D. (1984). Child Sexual Abuse: New Theory and Research. New York: Free Press.Finkelhor, D. (1986). A Sourcebook on Child Sexual Abuse.Beverly Hills: SAGE Publications.Hagans, K. B. & Case, J. (1988). When Your Child Has Been Molested: A Parent's Guide to Healing and Recovery. Lexington, MA: Lexington Books.Haugaard, J.J. & Repucci, N.D. (1988). The Sexual Abuse ofChildren: A comprehensive guide to current knowledge and intervention strategies. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers.MacFarlane, K. & Waterman, J. (1986). Sexual abuse of YoungChildren: Evaluation and treatment. New York: The Guilford Press.Peters, D. P. (1987). The impact of naturally occurring stress on children's memory. In S.J. Ceci, M.P. Toglia, & D.F.Ross (Eds.). Children's Eyewitness Memory (pp. 122-141).New York: Springer-Verlag.Russell, D.E.H. (1986). The Secret Trauma: Incest in the lives of girls and women. New York: Basic Books Inc., Publishers.Tufts' New England Medical Center, Division of Child Psychiatry (1984). Sexually exploited children: Service and research project. Final report for the office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of Justice.Wakefield, H. & Underwager, R. (1988). Accusations of ChildSexual Abuse. Springfield, IL: Charles C. Thomas Publisher.
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INVENTING STORY BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION
INVENTING
THE STORY I PARTNER I RELATIVE I STRANGER| TOTAL
+-------+------- +------- +AGREE 1 7 1 5 1 41 7.00 1 5.00 1 4.001 43.75 1 31.25 1 25.001 20.00 1 14.29 1 13.33
DISAGREE 1 28 1 30 I 261 28.00 1 30.00 I 26.001 33.33 1 35.71 I 30.951 80.00 1 85.71 I 86.67





STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 0.652 0.722
* INVENTING THE STORY = Questionnaire C, item a
* each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and 
column percent respectively.
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ANGER AT PERPETRATOR BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION
ANGER ATPERPETRATOR I PARTNER I RELATIVE I STRANGER I TOTAL+-------+34 34.00 34.69 97.14


















STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 0.875 0.646
* ANGER AT PERPETRATOR = Questionnaire C, item b
* each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
MinKIFTIM r*WIFirjm= - UnnCDU mcnomrin*. even
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ANNOYED AT CHILD BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION
ANNOYEDAT CHILD I PARTNER I RELATIVE I STRANGER| TOTAL
MISSING
AGREE 44.3030.7711.76
6 I 36.45 I 3.23 46.15 I 23.08 18.75 I 11.11
DISAGREE 3032.2637.5088.24
26 I 2427.96 I 25.81 32.50 I 30.00 81.25 I 88.89





STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 0.929 0.628
ANNOYED AT CHILD = Questionnaire C, item c
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and 
column percent respectively.
9
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EMOTIONALLY UPSET BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION
EMOTIONALLYUPSET I PARTNER I RELATIVE I STRANGER I
AGREE I 1 11
3333.0034.3894.29
1111
34 I 34.00 1 35.42 I 97.14 1
2929.0030.2196.67




-- — ----------1--------------f------------- |--------------f-
TOTAL 35 35 30 10035.00 35.00 30.00 100.00
STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 0.422 0.810
* EMOTIONALLY UPSET = Questionnaire C, item d
* each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent,column percent respectively.
>». * m mmmm *» mpt* **
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FRIGHTENED BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION
FRIGHTENED I PARTNER I RELATIVE I STRANGER I---------+--------+-------+
AGREE | 31 I 28 II 31.00 I 28.00 II 35.63 I 32.18 II 88.57 I 80.00 I
--------- ►--------+-------+DISAGREE I 4 | 7 II 4.00 I 7.00 II 30.77 t 53.85 II 11.43 I 20.00 I
+ “ — — — — — — +  —■ — +
TOTAL 35 3535.00 35.00
28 I 28.00 | 32.18 I 93.33 I
2 I 







STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 2.657 0.265
★ FRIGHTENED = Questionnaire C, item e
* each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent,column percent respectively.
97





I PARTNER I RELATIVE|STRANGER I TOTAL
DISAGREE
1 I I I
TOTAL
------+ -
32 I 32.32 I 35.16 I 94.12 I
------+-














STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 6.728 0.035
GUILT = Questionnaire C, item f
each cell has the frequency, column percent respectively. total percent, row percent,
... .I ll I lf|H"'*M "MI*"r‘“iil"<MI^ .".-— .. .
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EMBARRASSED BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION







DISAGREE 1 21 1 24 1 191 21.00 1 24.00 1 19.001 32.81 1 37.50 1 29.691 60.00 1 68.57 1 63.33






STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 0.566 0.753
EMBARRASSED = Questionnaire C, item g
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
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QUESTION CHILD IN DETAIL BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION
QUESTION CHILD INDETAIL I PARTNER I RELATIVE|STRANGER I TOTAL
+-------+------- +------- +AGREE 1 29 1 33 1 251 29.00 1 33.00 1 25.001 33.33 i 37.93 1 28.741 82.86 I 94.29 1 83.33
DISAGREE 1 6 1 2 1 51 6.00 1 2.00 1 5.001 46.15 1 15.38 1 38.461 17.14 | 5.71 1 16.67





STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
CHI-SQUARE 2 2.530 0.282
* QUESTION CHILD IN DETAIL = Questionnaire C, item h
* each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, 
column percent respectively.
______ _ __ __
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CONFRONT PERPETRATOR BY PERPETRATOR CONDITION
PERPETRATOR CONDITION
CONFRONT
PERPETRATOR I PARTNER !RELATIVE I STRANGER| TOTAL
MISSING 0 I 
I
+-------+------- +------- +
AGREE I 30 I 1 30.93 1 1 34.48 I 1 85.71 |
32 I 32.99 1 36.78 I 94.12 1
25 I 25.77 | 28.74 1 89.29 |
8789.69
DISAGREE 1 5 1 1 5.15 1 1 50.00 1 1 14.29 1
2 i2.06 I 20.00 I 5.88 |
3 1 3.09 I 30.00 1 10.71 |
1010.31
TOTAL 35 36.08 3435.05 2828.87 97100.00
STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB




i,rCONFRONT PERPETRATOR = Questionnaire C, item i
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
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Tables for Parent Abused as a Child by Parents* Reactions 
INVENTING THE STORY BY ABUSED AS A CHILD
ABUSED AS CHILD





DISAGREE 1 18 1 661 18.00 1 66.001 21.43 1 78.571 90.00 1 82.50




STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) 0.332(RIGHT) 0.881(2-TAIL) 0.516
* INVENTING THE STORY = Questionnaire C, item a
* each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, column percent respectively.
mm
and
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ANGER AT PERPETRATOR BY ABUSED AS A CHILD
ABUSED AS CHILD
ANGER AT
PERPETRATOR I YES I NO
AGREE 1 
1 1 1
19 119.00 1 19.39 I95.00 1
79 1 79.00 I 80.61 1 98.75 I
DISAGREE 1 1 1 1 11 1.00 | 1.00 11 50.00 1 50.00 I






TOTAL 20 80 10020.00 80.00 100.00
STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) 0.362(RIGHT) 0.962(2-TAIL) 0.362
ANGER AT PERPETRATOR = Questionnaire C, item b
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ANNOYED AT CHILD BY ABUSE AS A CHILD
ABUSED AS CHILD
ANNOYED
AT CHILD |YES I NO I TOTAL
+---------+-------+------- +I MISSING I 1 | 6 1
I I I II I I I
+ -
1 AGREE 1 3 1 10 11 1 3.23 1 10.75 11 1 23.08 1 76.92 11 1 15.79 1 13.51 1
1 DISAGREE 1 16 1 64 11 1 17.20 1 68.82 11 1 20.00 1 80.00 11 1 84.21 1 86.49 1






STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) 0.745(RIGHT) 0.524(2-TAIL) 0.725
ANNOYED AT CHILD = Questionnaire C, item c
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
s - i$s
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EMOTIONALLY u p s e t  b y  a b u s e d  a s a  c h i l d
ABUSED AS CHILD
EMOTIONALLYUPSET 1 YES INO 1 TOTAL
AGREE 1 20 1 76 I 961 20.00 1 76.00 1 96.00I 20.83 1 100.00 1 79.17 | 1 95.00 1
DISAGREE I 01 4 | 4I 0.00 I 4.00 I 4.00
I 0 . 0 0  I 1 0 0 . 0 0  II 0.00 I 5.00 I
-- — ----------------- 1--------------j------------ -f-
TOTAL 20 80 10020.00 80.00 100.00
STATISTIC DF VALUE PROS
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) 1.000(RIGHT) 0.403(2-TAIL) 0.581
EMOTIONALLY UPSET = Questionnaire C, item d
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, column percent respectively. and
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DISAGREE 1 2 1 111 2.00 1 11.001 15.38 1 84.621 10.00 1 13.75







FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT)(RIGHT)(2-TAIL)
DF VALUE PROB
0.7860.4941.000
FRIGHTENED = Questionnaire C, item e
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
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19 1 19.19 I 20.88 1 95.00 1
72 I 72.73 1 79.12 I 91.14 I





TOTAL 20 79 9920.20 79.80 100.00
STATISTICS FOR TABLE OF Cf BY ABUSED AS A CHILD 
STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) 0.848(RIGHT) 0.491(2-TAIL) 1.000
GUILT = Questionnaire C, item f
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
— ..........
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EMBARRASSED BY ABUSED AS A CHILD
ABUSED AS CHILD





DISAGREE 1 14 1 501 14.00 1 50.001 21.88 1 78.131 70.00 1 62.50






STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) 0.363(RIGHT) 0.811(2-TAIL) 0.610
EMBARRASSED = Questionnaire C, item g
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
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QUESTION CHILD IN DETAIL BY ABUSED AS A CHILD 
ABUSED AS CHILD
QUESTION CHILD IN
DETAIL I YES I NO I TOTAL













STATISTIC DF VALUE PROB
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) 0.786(RIGHT) 0.494(2-TAIL) 1.000
QUESTION CHILD IN DETAIL = Questionnaire C, item h
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, and column percent respectively.
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CONFRONT PERPETRATOR BY ABUSED AS A CHILD
ABUSED AS CHILD
CONFRONT
PERPETRATOR I YES I NO |---------+------- +------- +
MISSING I 01 31
-- --------+--------+-------+
AGREE | 18 I 69 II 18.56 I 71.13 II 20.69 I 79.31 II 90.00 I 89.61 I----------+--------+-------+
DISAGREE I 2 | 8 |
I 2.06 I 8.25 II 20.00 I 80.00 II 10.00 I 10.39 I----------+--------+------+






STATISTIC DF VALUI2 PROB
FISHER'S EXACT TEST (LEFT) (RIGHT) (2-TAIL)
0.6560.6621.000
CONFRONT PERPETRATOR = Questionnaire C, item i
each cell has the frequency, total percent, row percent, column percent respectively. and
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